book, it should be available in medical libraries for specialists in the field and for those who want to consult the reviews which are particularly useful summaries of a rapidly moving and increasingly complex field. D J WEATHERALL Nuffield Professor ofClinical Medicine University of Oxford Cancer Statistics. R F Mould pp 286 £15 ISBN 0-85274-541-9 Bristol: Adam Hilger 1983 The audience at which this book is directed is wide, including clinicians, epidemiologists, medical statisticians and workers engaged in cancer research. The author has skilfully managed to write for this diverse group in a way which is eminently clear for those new to statistics and yet avoids talking down to those already familiar with some aspects of the subject. The book is very liberally illustrated with diagrams and numerical examples and, for those who wish to try their hand at computer programming, flow diagrams for various systems of storing, retrieving and analysing data are given. Early chapters describe the cancer registration scheme and give various comparisons of cancer incidence in different countries or population groups. This naturally leads on to a discussion of cancer causation, including some interesting historical information about the gradual accumulation of ev'idence on the carcinogenic risks of radiation. The differences between cancer mortality rates in a population and case fatality (or survival) rates in a group of patients are clearly spelled out, and the chapters describing methods of survival rate calculations are particularly useful. Indeed, if the book can be said to have any fault it is that this section may tempt unwary clinicians into attempting clinical trials without first seeking the advice and collaboration of a statistician.
In summary, it can be recommended as a surprisingly readable book which will also provide a most useful source of reference on methods of analysing cancer data. J CHAMBERLAIN Regional Specialist in Cancer Services SW Thames Regional Cancer Organisation Surgical Approaches for Internal Fixation Th Riiedi et al. pp 187 DM147 ISBN 3-540-12809-3 Berlin: Springer-Verlag 1984 In this book the surgical approaches to the upper and lower limb girdles, the arm and forearm, and the thigh and leg are described. The hand, foot and axial skeletons are excluded. It is, therefore, complementary to the text on the AO system of interval fixation of fractures.
The general quality and the design of the layout of the book are excellent. The text is clear and brief and brilliantly illuminated by the line drawings. The anatomical drawings, however, are a little disappointing for a book of this quality. They are accurate but lack contrast between the various soft tissue structures. Another criticism is that the range of exposures described is not comprehensive, for instance there is no mention of the approach to the tibial insertion of the posterior cruciate at the back of the knee, and descriptions of additional approaches to the hip could have been included. Nevertheless, it will be a valuable reference book for fracture surgeons in training.
R BENDALL

Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon
St George's Hospital, London
Guidelines on the Use of Living Animals in Scientific Investigations. pp 19 £1.50 London: The Biological Council 1984 (available from the Institute of Biology, 20 Queensberry Place, London SW7 2DZ) This is a useful little booklet which, in a small space, sets out clearly the main points to be considered in the humane and efficient use of living animals in laboratory procedures. It has been compiled by a panel of authors representing a number of different bodies, and all well known for their expertise in these matters. They state that the objectives of the book are twofold: the guidelines should serve as a checklist or aide memoire to scientists using animals in biological investigations; and they should also serve as a framework on which may be built more detailed codes of practice for specific purposes. The text is informative and, together with the bibliography, should enable the guidelines to fulfil the authors' intentions. 
